
A Grateful Nation Remembers
Pres i dent Frank lin D. Roo se velt leads the 

na tion in prayer June 6, 1944

hen the Na tional World War II Me mo rial was
opened in 2004, it be came ap par ent to mem bers 

of the “great est gen er a tion,” as well as the his -
tor i cally as tute, that a quote from Frank lin D.

Roo se velt’s mes sage to Con gress fol low ing the Jap a nese
at tack at Pearl Har bor was miss ing four vi tal words – “SO
HELP US GOD.”  

Now, a bill is be ing in tro duced in both the U.S. House
and Sen ate, known as “The D-Day Land ing Prayer Pro -
ject,” a leg is la tive ini tia tive of The Ohio Chris tian Al li -
ance.  The bill calls for the prayer by Pres i dent Frank lin D. 
Roo se velt, de liv ered to the na tion, June 6, 1944, be dis -
played in its en tirety at the Na tional World War II Me mo -
rial.  The bill is be ing in tro duced by Con gress man Bill
John son, 6th Dis trict, Ohio, and by Sen a tor Rob Portman
of Ohio.  The Obama Administration opposes this bill.

The ris ing tide of voices in Amer ica that seek to re dact 
from his tory all ref er ences to God who has “made and pre -
served us a na tion” must be stopped.  Con tact your na -
tional rep re sen ta tives and urge them to sup port this ef fort
to re store Amer ica’s spir i tual her i tage to its right ful place.  
Here is the prayer Pres i dent Frank lin D. Roo se velt offered 
on June, 1944:

“Al mighty God” Our sons, pride of our na tion, this
day have set upon a mighty en deavor, a strug gle to pre -
serve our Re pub lic, our re li gion, and our civ i li za tion, and
to set free a suf fer ing hu man ity.  Lead them straight and
true; give strength to their arms, stout ness to their hearts,
stead fast ness in their faith.

They will need Thy bless ings.  Their road will be long
and hard.  For the en emy is strong.  He may hurl back our
forces.  Suc cess may not come with rush ing speed, but we
shall re turn again and again; and we know that by Thy
grace, and by the righ teous ness of our cause, our sons will
tri umph.

They will be sore tried, by night and by day, with out
rest – un til the vic tory is won.  The dark ness will be rent
by noise and flame.  Men’s souls will be shaken with the
vi o lence of war.

For these men are lately drawn from the ways of
peace.  They fight not for the lust of con quest.   They fight
to end con quest.  They fight to lib er ate.  They fight to let
jus tice arise, and tol er ance and good will among all Thy
peo ple.  They yearn but for the end of bat tle, for their re -
turn to the ha ven of home.

Some will never re turn.  Em brace these, Fa ther, and
re ceive them, Thy he roic ser vants into Thy king dom.

And for us at home – fa thers, moth ers, chil dren,
wives, sis ters, and broth ers of brave men over seas, whose
thoughts and prayers are ever with them – help us, Al -
mighty God, to re ded i cate our selves in re newed faith in
Thee in this hour of great sacrifice.

Many peo ple have urged that I call the na tion into a
sin gle day of spe cial prayer.  But be cause the road is long
and the de sire is great, I ask that our peo ple de vote them -
selves in a con tin u ance of prayer.  As we rise to each new
day, and again when each day is spent, let words of prayer
be on our lips, in vok ing Thy help to our efforts.

Give us strength, too – strength in our daily tasks, to
re dou ble the con tri bu tions we make in the phys i cal and
the ma te rial sup port of our armed forces.  And let our
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hearts be stout, to wait out the
long tra vail, to bear sor rows that
may come, to im part our cour age
unto our sons where so ever they
may be.

And, O Lord, give us faith. 
Give us faith in Thee; faith in
each other; faith in our united
cru sade.  Let not the keen ness of
our spirit ever be dulled.  Let not
the im pacts of tem po rary events
and tem po ral mat ters dissuade,
for they are but for a fleet ing mo -
ment – let not these de ter us in
our un con quer able purpose.

With Thy bless ing, we shall
pre vail over the un holy forces of
our en emy.  Help us to con quer
the apos tles of greed and ra cial
arrogances.  Lead us to the sav -
ing of our coun try, and with our
sis ter na tions into a world unity
that will spell a sure peace – a
peace in vul ner a ble to the schem -
ings of un wor thy men.  And a
peace that will let all of men live
in free dom, reap ing the just re -
wards of their honest toil.

Thy will be done, Al mighty
God. Amen.”

Taken from ‘The Vine and
Branches’, Winter, 2011
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The old-time
religion, the faith of 
the New Testament,

is sometimes so
up-to-date, so
inoculated and
improved, so

analyzed, purified
and hypnotized that 

the apostles and
their Lord would

never recognize in it 
the faith for which

they gave their
lives!

Selected



The Blessing of Biblical Marriage
Mar riage was God’s idea from the be gin ning. As we

read Gen e sis 2:20-24, we re al ize that   mar riage as God in -
tended is de scribed as one man and one woman united in an 
ex clu sive, con tin u ous and life long re la tion ship of love and
com pan ion ship. Our Lord Je sus Christ re af firmed that in
Mat thew 19:4-6. When both the hus band and wife are
com mit ted to Christ, and to one an other as God in tended,
then the bless ing of God is ex pe ri enced in their mar riage. It 
is also true, as in any other area of life, that when God’s
Word and ways are ig nored and re jected, life is filled with
heart ache and hurt and dis ap point ment. Since there is so
much dis cus sion these days even in re li gious cir cles about
mar riage that is con trary to God’s per fect plan, the pur pose
of this ar ti cle is to out line what the Bi ble ac tu ally teaches
about mar riage.   Only when we know God’s per fect will
and plan for mar riage, will we be able to fol low His Word,
and ex pe ri ence the full ness of His bless ing in our homes. 

First, there are sev eral very clear pas sages of Scrip ture
that out line God’s plan for mar riage. As you read the fol -
low ing verses, it would be help ful for you to jot down what
they say: Gen e sis 2:20-24; Malachi 2:13-16; Mat thew
19:4-6; Mark 10:2-12; Luke 16:18; Romans 7:2-3; I Co rin -
thi ans 7:10-13; I Co rin thi ans 7:39. The mes sage in these
verses is very clear: mar riage is for one man and one
woman for life, and that God hates di vorce (Malachi
2:13-16).

Next, there are 3 pas sages of scrip ture that are some -
what ob scure. It is these verses around which much con tro -
versy arises. They are Mat thew 5:31-32 and 19:9; and I
Co rin thi ans 7:15 – the so-called “ex cep tion clauses”. Years
ago, as I sought to un der stand these pas sages, I was re -
minded of two very ba sic prin ci ples of in ter pre ta tion of
scrip ture: “scrip ture in ter prets scrip ture” and “ob scure pas -
sages in scrip ture must give way to clear pas sages”. I then
re al ized that what ever these ob scure pas sages may mean,
they will not con tra dict the clear pas sages of scrip ture.

Fur ther, two ex am ples in scrip ture have been a great
help to me in deal ing with the is sue of di vorce and re mar -
riage. The first ex am ple is from the book of Ho sea, where
Ho sea was faith ful and for giv ing to his un faith ful wife.
Here our faith ful God is il lus trat ing how much He loves us, 
even though we have been un faith ful to Him. The mes sage
is the same as in Ephe sians 5:22-33, where we are clearly
taught that as Christ is to the Church, so the hus band is to
be to his wife. The other ex am ple is that of John the Bap -
tist. In Mat thew 14:3-4, we see that John was will ing to
lose his life, rather than to com pro mise on the is sue of King 
Herod tak ing his brother’s wife for him self.

A fourth is sue con nected to the per ma nency of mar -

riage is the mat ter of vows. The im por tance and bind ing
force of the mar riage vow for “as long as both shall live”
must be un der stood not by the fickle at ti tude of our so ci ety,
but in light of clear Bib li cal teach ing. Read care fully what
the Bi ble says about the se ri ous ness of vows: Psalm 50:14;
Psalm 56:12; Eccl. 5:4-7. Then con sider the prom ises made
in the mar riage vows to one an other, and in the pres ence of
God and oth ers.

–  “in good and evil days keep your self only unto her
(him)”

–  “to love thee in pros per ity and in ad ver sity”
–  “for better or for worse”
–  “in sick ness and in health”
–  “un til death do us part”

May we all re new those vows to the Lord and our spouse
of ten!

Fi nally, let us con sider those who have been di vorced
and are now re mar ried to some one else. We need to re al ize
that many were never taught what the Bi ble clearly says
about di vorce and re mar riage. That is not their fault- the re -
spon si bil ity lies with the church that has failed to teach the
whole coun sel of God! While we rec og nize that di vorce is
sin, and re mar riage of per sons di vorced is adul tery, yet we
must re mem ber that nei ther sin is un par don able. We must re -
mem ber that break ing a sec ond vow is not the so lu tion to
break ing the first one. When any one ac knowl edges and re -
pents of their past sins, they are for given! We need to min is -
ter to them, and seek to strengthen them in their pres ent life
and mar riage. For them, the only scrip tural re stric tions in
serv ing the Lord is that which is given in the Bib li cal guide -
lines for pas tors and dea cons, who are called to a higher
standard (see I Tim. 3:1-12; Titus 1:5-9, James 3:1).

“God, give us homes built firm upon the Sav ior!”

Pastor Don Greven

Ed i tor’s Note:  “AMEN” for a very good and timely ar ti cle
OR ac tu ally long over due for the gen eral pub lic and the
same needs to be shared from each pul pit and def i nitely oc -
ca sion ally!  BUT I be lieve when God states a stan dard: it is a
‘stan dard’ for ALL PEOPLE – not only a crys tal clear qual i -
fi ca tion for those in ‘spir i tual lead er ship’. For ex am ple: Re -
mem ber God hates di vorce and be cause of the hard ness of
hu man hearts; He gave Mo ses per mis sion to write ‘di vorce’
for one con di tion. By the way man per mits cer tain
things/clauses: but does that change what is re corded in
Heaven?”
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Worship
“Com mon OR Un com mon?

There is a ‘think ing’ that any form of ‘wor ship’ is pleas ing
OR ac cept able to GOD!  Is that Bib li cally true?  Does God
di rect dif fer ent ‘com mu ni ties to dif fer ent forms of ‘Wor -
ship’.   
BEFORE you come to a con clu sion; let me clearly state
‘we’ are not strain ing at the gnat – in other words for ex am -
ple: do you say Amen or amen?  In other words : with lit -
urgy or not? Now IF you agree or not is not the su preme
is sue, but “we” of the Hauge Lu theran Innermission/Morn -
ing Glory have the con vic tion that ‘we’ should ‘wor ship’
HIM with “Sim plic ity in Wor ship” as in di cated in the logo
on the front page of each is sue of the Morn ing Glory. 
This I know with ab so lute cer tainty (Be cause God says so)
that GOD wants ‘us’ to: “‘But the hour is com ing, and
now is, when the true wor ship pers will wor ship the Fa -
ther in spirit and truth; for the Fa ther is seek ing such to
wor ship Him.  God is Spirit, and those who wor ship
Him must wor ship in spirit and truth.’” John 4:23-24. 
That set tles it; does n’t it?
Many years ago a tele phone call was made unto the Pas tor of
a cer tain con gre ga tion won der ing if the Pres i dent of the
United States would be in church on such a Sunday Morn -
ing?  The host Pas tor re sponded that he did n’t know IF the
Pres i dent would be in their As sem bly, but that Al mighty
GOD would be there!  I never cease to mar vel at the fol low -
ing Bi ble verse; that the King of Kings and Lord of Lords
would be pres ent (the thrice Holy, Al mighty One): “For
where two or three are gath ered to gether in My name, I am
there in the midst of them.” Mat thew 18:20.  Keep in mind
that God’s LOVE will not em brace what the Ho li ness of God 
con demns (sin).  Yes, if you re ally want to Glo rify God, we
must keep ALL of His At trib utes in mind and the righ teous -
ness of God un der girds ‘all’ of His at trib utes.
The shed blood of Je sus Christ is se verely at tack by lib eral
re li gious per sons and oth ers; BUT as ‘we’ wor ship ‘our’ cru -
ci fied and risen Sav ior, is n’t it cru cial and vi tal that we per -
son ally ap pro pri ate His shed ‘blood’ in my be half in or der to
truly ‘wor ship’ HIM?  As in the Old Tes ta ment era, a per son
did not dare ap proach into the ‘pres ence’ of the Holy of
Holies with out in no cent shed blood ap pro pri ated per son ally.  
That is also so very true to day too; with out by faith ap pro pri -
at ing His Blood in my be half (for my SINS) we can not reach 
the Throne of GRACE.  Other wise the very best we can per -
form is lip ser vice; yet re main strang ers to the Great Shep -
herd.   In other words; hon or ing God with our lips, but our
hearts are far from Him.  Maybe this is what is miss ing in

many of our pub lic ‘wor ship ser vices’ to day!  There is
power in the BLOOD of the cru ci fied and risen ONE (Je -
sus).   God shares that when I see the Blood I will pass over
you and in HIS GRACE ‘we’ can of fer the sac ri fice of praise
unto HIM.  Isa iah chap ter one, Mat thew 15:8, Mark 7:6 &
He brews 13:14-15: “For here we have no con tin u ing city;
but we seek the one to come. There fore by Him let us con tin u -
ally of fer the sac ri fice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our 
lips, giv ing thanks to His name.  
NOW IF JESUS is your per sonal Sav ior and you are walk -
ing in the light of His Word; are adopted in the ‘fam ily of
God’ and a child of the KING and one name you thus bare is
Chris tian and that name means some thing,  through the royal 
Blood shed, you are not only in the fam ily of God but an
‘heir’ with Christ!  “But if we walk in the light as He is in the
light, wee have fel low ship with one an other, and the blood of
Je sus Christ His Son cleanses us form all sin.” 1 John 1:7. 
Then, as a ‘be liever’, you are seek ing to wor ship Him with
other fel low ‘be liev ers’ in obe di ence to His Word.  THUS
as be liev ers gath ered ‘to gether’ as sem bled on prop erty and
in a fa cil ity that has been ded i cated unto God; you are in a
sense stand ing upon holy ground.
Af ter say ing ‘all’ of the above; let ‘us’ get down to the very
ba sics of what wor ship is!  Keep in mind it is not ‘my’ emo -
tions or feel ings that is the de cid ing fac tor.  Ac cord ing to the 
dic tio nary ‘wor ship’ is: “Me wor ship wor thi ness, re pute,
re spect, rev er ence paid to a di vine be ing.  Rev er ence of -
fered a di vine be ing or su per nat u ral power.”  Then the ac -
tual act/ex pe ri ence in ‘wor ship’ in prac tice is not only a
‘priv i lege’, but to honor or rev er ence as a di vine be ing or
su per nat u ral power.  To  re gard with great even ex trav a gant
re spect, honor, or de vo tion.” So for ex am ple: it is not what
type of mu sic that I like; but what is most pleas ing to HIM. 
As our rev er ence for God rises and falls so will our form
of ‘wor ship’, like a shadow.
Sin gu larly, maybe ‘our’ first and most vi tal ne ces sity in
‘wor ship ping’ Al mighty God; is to ad mit ‘my’ NEED of
whom HE IS in my ex pe ri ence of ‘wor ship.’  So freely ad -
mit ting ‘my’ need: that I need to praise and glo rify HIM
(His Holy Name) for what HE has done, HE is do ing and
what HE is go ing to do!  (The em pha sis is not so much of
who I am or am go ing to do, but on HIM).  
Faith is not only a solid noun, but also an ac tive re li -
ance/trust or ACTION!  No tice in our ‘text’ what God says:
that they that Wor ship ME must wor ship in spirit and truth
and that God seeks for the same!
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The pop u lar trend to day is to have what we call the ‘wor -
ship ser vice’ an emo tional, warm and ex cit ing feel ing.  For
ex am ple: It is pop u lar to use drums and con firm that by
say ing ‘drums’ were used in the Old Tes ta ment, not re al iz -
ing that al most all the time ‘drums’ were used was to drown 
out the ‘screams’ of in fants/chil dren as ‘sac ri fices’ to hea -
then gods!
Also many have gone along with the fash ion or pop u lar ity
of the day is ap proval that it does n’t mat ter what a per son
wears (or lack of) in the ‘wor ship ser vice, etc. as long as
they come un der the hear ing of the Word of God.  This is a
par tial ‘truth’ but Scrip ture clearly in di cates that for ‘be -
liev ers’ who are ‘wor ship ping’ HIM in spirit and truth; they 
need to at least dress with mod esty within their fi nan cial
means.  Oh, when im mod est ap parel is ques tioned; the re -
sponse is that God looks upon the ‘heart’ not the out ward
ap parel – which is true – But God also says that out of the
abun dance of the heart these ‘things’ are man i fested.  I do
not be lieve that where godly fear, re spect and rev er ence is a 
re al ity that this will hold ‘wa ter’.  Take Jo seph in the Old
Tes ta ment as just one ‘ex am ple’; be fore ap pear ing be fore
the ‘king’, he wanted to be clean shaved and clean clothes! 
IF you knew you were go ing to be in the im me di ate ‘pres -
ence’ of the Pres i dent/King; I be lieve a per son should put
on proper at tire ac cord ing to their means!  Why would a
‘be liever’ want to cause an other per son to SIN re gard less
IF a saved per son OR  a lost per son yet in their sins?   
It seems to me as you (we) study the Holy Scrip tures that
when in di vid ual(s) sensed the pres ence of ‘our’ liv ing
God; they fell pros trate at the feet of JESUS and if any -
thing cried out for mercy!  Some thing like Eli jah while in a 
cave heard God’s Voice in a (still small voice) quite man -
ner.  Be still and know that I am GOD or like Mary & Mar -
tha).   No tice in their ‘wor ship’ of ‘our’ Al mighty God they
openly had a NEED.  (Even in the mir a cle of many thou -
sand be ing fed, it was done in an or derly man ner).
Could it be that in many of our con gre ga tions that 11 Tim -
o thy 3:5, Rev e la tion 3:14-22 is be ing ful filled?  Hav ing a
good or ga ni za tion, right teach ing, pro grams, etc. but just
‘me chan i cal’ and not sens ing the pres ence of the Holy
Spirit in their midst.  
Each and ev ery day is a gift from the LORD and each ‘day’
should be lived in that light; BUT GOD in tends es pe cially
that ‘we’ should gather around and in the Word of God, the
FIRST day of the week.  In the New Tes ta ment era it is
‘our’ Sab bath (rest) Day.  BUT it has be come a ‘catch up or 
plea sure’ day.  ‘“Re mem ber the Sab bath day, to keep it
holy.”  What does this mean?  An swer: We should fear and
love God so that we do not de spise His Word and the
preach ing of the same, but deem it holy, and gladly hear
and learn it.”  Lu ther’s Small Cat e chism Ex plained and
please read fur ther in the ‘Cat e chism’.  BUT many will say
we are not un der the Law!  TRUE, but God es tab lished a

day of ‘rest’ long be fore Mo ses time – ac tu ally since the
time of ‘Cre ation’.   Does GOD know best for all times? 
Ab so lutely!!! HE says ‘we’ will obey/keep His Com -
mand ments if ‘we’ love Him!  Ac tu ally ‘Sunday’ if any -
thing, should be the ‘high light’ of the week!  Even ‘our’
Sunday ‘of fer ing(s)’ is a form of ‘Wor ship’!  Isa iah 56, Ex -
o dus 16:26, 20:11, 23:12, 34:21, 35:2, Lev. 23:3, Deut.
5:13, Luke 13:10-17.  Does Scrip ture con tra dict it self?  A 
Re sound ing: NO!!  
There are nu mer ous Scrip tures in the New Tes ta ment and
ex am ples that es pe cially the First Day of the Week (Sunday 
as Sab bath), they gath ered to gether for ‘Wor ship’.
“There fore, since we are re ceiv ing a king dom which can -
not be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve
God ac cept ably with rev er ence and godly fear.   For our
God is a con sum ing fire.”  He brews 12:28-29.  “But the
hour is com ing, and now is, when the true wor ship ers
will wor ship the fa ther in spirit and truth: for the fa ther 
is seek ing such to wor ship Him.  God is Spirit, and those 
who wor ship Him must wor ship in spirit and truth.” 
(In Har mony) John 4:23-24.
P. S. Ed i tor’s Note:  Where in the Scrip tures do we find that
a ‘Wor ship Ser vice’ (Mid week Bi ble Study, etc) should be
only one hour or less?  In do ing the same are we lim it ing
(box ing in) the work of the Holy Spirit? How about ‘evan -
ge lis tic meet ings’; only be ing a very few days IF any? 
When did God with draw the ser vice/min is try of such? 
Pas tors: Other than be ing sure you have the call ing from
God; I be lieve your main area of min is ter ing (serv ing) is to
FEED/NOURISH the ‘lambs, sheep’ preach ing/teach -
ing/vis i ta tion (in small num bers = one, three, twelve, etc.
Je sus did) in doc trine, warn ing, ed i fy ing and strength en -
ing.  There are ‘many’ lambs and sheep to day that are ‘un -
der fed’ and spir i tual ‘meat’ is es sen tial for their growth and 
ed i fi ca tion.  In cluded in be ing ‘fed’ is fore-warn ing (Acts
20:26-32)  Is it need less to say that un der the guid ance of
the Holy Spirit; if this ‘ser vant’ of God spends time in Prep -
a ra tion which in cludes per spi ra tion there will be in spi ra tion 
in pre sen ta tion!  Re gard less of the ‘size’ of the flock be
thou faith ful unto GOD and the in di vid ual and flock will
flour ish and re spond ac cord ing to He brews 13:7. Yes out of
Cal vary’s Love: that the flock is truly ‘cared for’ they (the
lambs/sheep) will go out into the high ways and by ways
and bring oth ers in!  An ‘un der shep herd’ is known by his
flock! 
God Grant that we get back in truly fol low ing the Bi ble;
like the early ‘church’ did in the book of Acts!
“And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great mul ti tude, as
the sound of many wa ters and as the sound of mighty
thunderings, say ing, “Allelluia! For the Lord God Om -
nip o tent reigns!  Let us be glad and re joice and give Him
glory, for the mar riage of the Lamb has come, and His
wife has made her self ready.’” Rev e la tion 19:6-7.



From Our Fellowship Circle

J. N. Elk Mound, WI
I would not want to be with out the ‘Morn ing Glory.’  It is
the most re li able source of Bi ble teach ing that I know of
to day.  I pray for you and the min is try; that God would
con tinue to in spire you and that Sa tan would never de -
stroy the min is try.   Ed i tor: Praise God!

M. T. Ap ple Val ley, MN
What a fan tas tic Hol i day (Holy Day)!  Thanks unto God
for all He’s done for us!  Christ cru ci fied, Christ died,
Christ bur ied, Christ arose, Christ is liv ing and praise God
Christ is com ing back for His own blood bought bride. 
And praise God for what HE is do ing in our lives!  …

M. L. Story City, IA 
Your mag a zine con tin ues to be a bless ing and so many
items/ar ti cles are found in the Morn ing Glory.

Thank you for your con sis tent and Bib li cal based ar ti cles!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

CHRIST JESUS, THE LORD!

He de scended that we might as cend (John 6:38; 14:3).
He be came poor that we might be come rich (11 Cor.

8:9; Jas. 2:5).
He was born that we might be born again (John 1:14;

3:3, 7).
He be came a ser vant that we might be sons (Phil. 2:7;

Gal. 4:6, 7).
He had no home that we might have a home in Heaven 

(Matt. 8:20; John 14:2).
He was hun gry that we might be fed (Matt. 4:2; John

6:50).
He was thirsty that we might drink of the wells of sal -

va tion (John 19:28; Isa. 12:3).
He was wea ried that we might rest (John 4:6; Matt.

11:19).
He was stripped that we might be clothed (Matt.

28:28; 11 Cor. 5:4).
He was for saken that we might not be for saken (Matt.

27:46; Heb. 13:5).
He was sad that we might be glad (Isa. 53:3; Phil. 4:4).
He was bound that we might go free (Matt. 27:2; John

8:32 – 36).

He was made sin that we might be made righ teous (11
Cor. 5:21).

He died that we might live (John 19:33; 5:24, 25). 
He will come down that we may be caught up (1

Thess. 4:16, 17).
Selected
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“I Was n’t Afraid …I Was With You, Fa ther”
LISTENING TO THE WORD

Luke 10:38-42

El len Erdman tells a story about a lit tle boy and
his fa ther who were fish ing to gether when they were
caught in a sud den thun der storm.

Wa ter rose quickly in the lit tle creek.  They
needed to cross it and get to higher ground.  Wa ter
which had been only to the boy’s knees now rose to
his waist.  They walked quickly, the fa ther hold ing
his son’s hand.  When they reached safety, his fa ther
asked him, “Were you afraid?”  “Oh, no,” came the
lad’s re ply, “I was walk ing with you, Fa ther.”

How much need less fear and care and anx i ety we 
bring upon our selves day by day, sim ply be cause we
fail to walk hand-in-hand with our heav enly Fa ther. 
Like Mar tha, we’re “anx ious” and “trou bled about
many things.”  God has prom ised to abun dantly sup -
ply our ev ery need.  Our part is to trust Him.  A life of
fear and anx i ety re veals a need for greater trust and
faith in Him.  He has given to us many prom ises in
His Word, the Bi ble, we are to trust them-that is true
faith.  “Faith co mes by hear ing, and hear ing by the
Word of God,” said Paul.  Let us trust God and His
Holy Word and be done with fear.

If you have been like Mar tha – “anx ious” and un -
set tled, wor ried and frus trated – I en cour age you to
put your hand in your heav enly Fa ther’s hand and be -
gin walk ing in de pend ence on His prom ises to you in
His Word.

Taken from the devotional
“Morning Glory” by Wilbur E. Nelson



SEXUAL
BRAINWASHING

In our ever-chang ing so ci ety it has now be come
trendy to be im moral.  Bach e lor play boys of TV are con -
sid ered ‘cool’ if they can score with the women.  For ni ca -
tion is in vogue.  From our un godly world’s view point,
main tain ing sex ual pu rity is silly.  The world makes sex
out side of mar riage look fash ion able and nor mal.  Look at
the ce leb ri ties and ath letes.  Many young peo ple are be ing
brain washed and tak ing their ‘cue’ from the world.  The
prob lem is that the world is on the wrong course, ac cord -
ing to our Cre ator, and will one day give an ac count for its
sex ual cor rup tion.

God’s Word (the Bi ble), re gard ing sex, cuts right
across the grain of our so ci ety.  Our en light ened hea then
cul ture por trays sex be tween two un mar ried peo ple as ca -
sual and harm less.  Noth ing could be fur ther from the
truth.   Our so ci ety por trays the im moral guy as ‘the ma -
cho man’ and the sex u ally loose gal as ‘hot’.  In truth, any -
one with weak char ac ter can be sex u ally im pure in our
pres ent pa gan cul ture.  The trag edy is that it will lead to a
crip pled and frus trated mar riage one day.  God had our
best in mind when He gave us strong di rec tives about sex -
ual pu rity be fore and dur ing mar riage.  There are many
ben e fits to stay ing pure be fore mar riage and also ab stain -
ing from the por nog ra phy and filth of this world.  Por nog -
ra phy itself gives young men a very warped view of
women.  

There is a se ri ous mis con cep tion in our so ci ety to day
that pu rity equals weak ness.  That is not true at all.  Pu rity
builds strength and char ac ter.   Pu rity gives life pur pose
and joy.  Pu rity grabs hold of our reck less emo tions, and
helps us to fo cus to see life more clearly.  Pu rity does not
give into mo men tary weak ness, but it looks to long-term
pos i tive im pact.  Pu rity at tracts like-minded friends.  Pu -
rity gives re spect and ini ti ates re spect back.  Pu rity cul ti -
vates long term com mit ment.  In to day’s crazy world,
sex ual im pu rity opens us up to all kinds of temp ta tion and
sin.  By be ing pure in our thoughts and ac tions we avoid so 
much neg a tive in flu ence, and we have the strength to
keenly dis cern right from wrong.  Je sus said, “Blessed are
the pure in heart, for they will see God” (Matthew 5:8).

Re mem ber:  Sex is God’s idea.  So what does our Cre -
ator say about it?  The Bi ble says in He brews 13:4, Mar -
riage is hon or able in all, and the bed un de filed: but
whoremongers and adul ter ers God will judge.”  In Num -
bers 25, God judged the na tion of Is rael se verely for un -
godly sex ual be hav ior.  Thou sands died in a God-sent
plague.  Of course the sev enth (Ed i tor: 6th) com mand ment 

clearly says, “Thu shalt not com mit adul tery” (Ex o dus
20:14).

So how se ri ous is it to be sex u ally loose?  The Bi ble
says in Ephe sians 5:3-7, “But for ni ca tion, and all un -
clean ness, let it not be once named among you… For this
ye know, that no whoremonger, nor un clean per son, hath
any in her i tance in the king dom of Christ and of God.  Let
no man de ceive you with vain words: for be cause of these
things com eth the wrath of God upon the chil dren of dis -
obe di ence” (the un godly and im moral).  If you re-read
those verses you’ll see that God is clearly tell ing us that
the sex u ally cor rupt will miss heaven.  The Bi ble says,
“Flee for ni ca tion.  Ev ery sin that a man doeth is with out
the body; but he that committeth for ni ca tion sinneth
against his own body” (1 Corinthians 6:18-19).  

When some one con trols their sex ual im pulses it: pre -
vents shame and guilt in the heart, brings self ish ness un -
der con trol, pro tects from emo tional scars that will haunt
you later in life, avoids the  pos si bil ity of an un wanted
preg nancy, keeps the con science clear, gives you some -
thing to look for ward to on your wed ding night, de vel ops
good qual i ties of pa tience and self-con trol, and most of
all, pleases God.  The me dia pro motes safe sex but they
still have n’t given us a good ex pla na tion on how sex be -
fore mar riage could be safe phys i cally, emo tion ally and
mor ally.  Sex out side of mar riage was never our Cre ator’s
plan.  If you have vi o lated God’s com mands on sex and re -
gret it, there is hope and for give ness of fered through the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. 

Taken from ‘Faith for Life’, Spring, 2012
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Whose Home Is This?

G. Camp bell Mor gan said, “My fa ther came into my 
house soon af ter I was mar ried and looked around

into ev ery room.  He then said to me, ‘Yes, it is
very nice; but no body will know walk ing through

here whether you be long to God or the Devil.’

“I went through and looked at the rooms again, and
I thought, He is right.  So we made up our minds
straightway that there should be no room in our

house, henceforth, that had not some message, by
picture or wall text; for every corner should tell that 

we serve the King.”



The BUS (Editor: Vehicle )
MINISTRY

Keep ing Your Eyes on Je sus

By Pas tor Jeff Fugate

When teach ing some one to drive a car, as many of us
have taught our chil dren, one of the state ments we make
over and again is “Keep your eyes on the road!”  This
seems so ob vi ous, and yet we make the state ment be cause
it is not just im por tant; it is im per a tive.  Across Amer ica,
state af ter state has made traf fic laws to pro hibit texting
while driv ing.  Why?  They want to en cour age, even man -
date, that peo ple driv ing cars keep their eyes on the road.

In He brews 12, the Bi ble com pares the will of God in
our lives to a race to be run.  In these first two verses, there
are sev eral in struc tions for us as we “run …the race” of the 
will of God.  

One is to lay aside the weight and the sin that would
be set us or hold us back in the race set be fore us.  Even in
build ing a race car, the en gi neers want to make it as light
as it can be so that it can be as fast as pos si ble.

Also, we are told to be pa tient.  He is tell ing us that
there will be ob sta cles and hin drances in the will of God,
this race that is set be fore us.  Pa tience is re quired when
run ning this race.  (Ed i tor: I be lieve this word pa tience
also means per se ver ance!).  

And yet, to keep this race of life, this will of God, in
per spec tive, we must keep our eyes on Je sus, just as a
driver must keep his or her eyes on the road.

Many in our world to day are liv ing life in a frus trated
mode.  Some are an gry, and oth ers have even com mit ted
sui cide, de clar ing that life is not worth liv ing!  Even
Chris tians of ten live in frus tra tion and con fu sion about
life.  Why is that?  We take our eyes off Jesus.

In the busy min is try, our work is very chal leng ing. 
We face the chal lenges of the cul ture that these chil dren
live in – a cul ture where per sonal char ac ter and re spon si -
bil ity are of ten lack ing.  It is a so ci ety of bro ken homes
and in fes ta tion of sins of ev ery kind and form.  As a re sult,
they have great pain and sor row in their lives.  There is a
void of love and even a lack of provision on many cases.

How do we make sense of all these things – things that 
make no sense?  We must keep our eyes on the Lord Je sus.  
We re mem ber that our God is a sov er eign God in con trol
of all things.  We must re mem ber that God is all-pow er ful
and able to meet ev ery need pre sented to Him.  

If we take our eyes off Him and put our eyes on the
cir cum stances, the dif fi cul ties, the tri als and trag e dies, life 
makes no sense at all.  We will end up liv ing as so many
oth ers do – frus trated and dis cour aged about life.

Think with me of the life of Jo seph and the great dif fi -
cul ties that he faced, and yet he ended up be ing a great
leader for God.  It is easy for us to dis miss the great ness of
Jo seph be cause we know the end of the story.

And yet Jo seph, not know ing how any thing would
turn out in life, trusted God and al lowed God to work in
his life.  One of the great est Bi ble verses of faith and praise 
is when Jo seph de clared; “But as for you, ye thought evil
against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass,
as it is this day, to save much peo ple alive.” Gen. 50:20. 

We must keep our eyes on Je sus as we work to make a
dif fer ence in the lives of the many chil dren that ride our
buses to Sunday school and church each week.  Fur ther,
we must teach them these very Bi ble sto ries that re mind us 
to keep our eyes on the Lord and trust in Him and His great 
might and power.  Are there Jo sephs on your bus route
who are go ing through the dif fi cul ties of life who could,
with their lives “save much peo ple alive” be cause you
reached them with the Gos pel through the bus ministry?

Think of the life of Job.  When you think of Job’s life
out side of a bib li cal per spec tive, his life was a great trag -
edy and heart ache.  And yet, we know that Job’s life has
served as an ex am ple of faith and trust for all the years that 
man has been read ing his story in the Bi ble.  How did Job
keep all of these events in his life in per spec tive?  He con -
tin ued to trust in the Lord!  He kept his eyes on the Lord.

Have you be come dis cour aged in your work in the bus 
min is try?  Have you be come frus trated and even an gry at
the things that are hap pen ing to you in your life?  Can I en -
cour age you to get your eyes on the Lord Je sus to day?  He
loves us.  He cares for us.  He has met our needs.  He will
con tinue to love us and will con tinue to meet our needs. 
Trust Him to day and teach the chil dren in your class and
on your bus route to trust in the Lord. 

Just as we would re mind a driver that may veer off the
road and scare us a lit tle to keep his eyes on the road, let
me chal lenge you to day to get your eyes on Je sus.  That
will bring life back into per spec tive for you again…

Taken from ‘Sword of the Lord’.

Ed i tor’s Note:  Is n’t the ‘core’ of this ‘mes sage’ for what -
ever the LORD is lead ing and ask ing YOU to do He’ll
pro vide?  YES!
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There are too many parents who will tie
up their dogs at night and let their

children run loose.



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Ed i tor’s Note:  Out ward SIN (Sin ners) has be come
too BOLD that I am al most em bar rassed and ashamed to
write some of the fac tual in for ma tion!  What used to be
‘sin hid den in the closet’ is now Open/bold on main street.
YET GOD wants ‘us’ to be awake/alert in or der to ‘re -
deem the time’.   “There fore He says:  “But all things that
are ex posed are made man i fest by the light, for what ever
makes man i fest is light. ‘Awake, you who sleep, Arise from 
the dead, And Christ will give you light.’  See then that you
walk cir cum spectly, not as fools but as wise, re deem ing
the time, be cause the days are evil. Ephe sians 5:13-15,
Romans 13:11-14, Isa iah 59:19b & 1 Co rin thi ans 14:8
“For if the trum pet makes un cer tain sound, who will pre -
pare for bat tle?”

Jimmy Carter Supports Same
Sex-Marriage As He Launches His New
Bible.  

For mer Pres i dent Jimmy Ca ter has pro duced and pub -
lished a study Bi ble called ‘Les sons from Life.’   It con -
tains the full text of the New In ter na tional Ver sion of the
Bi ble, along with his prayers, re flec tions and notes. 

While on tour pro mot ing his study Bi ble, Ca rter re -
vealed his sup port for same-sex mar riage.  He told Paul
Brandels Raushenbush, senor re li gion ed i tor of The
Huffington Post, “Ho mo sex u al ity was well known in the
an cient world, well be fore Christ was born.  Je sus never
said a word about ho mo sex u al ity.  In all his teach ings
about mul ti ple things, he never said that gay peo ple
should be con demned.  I per son ally think it is very fine for 
gay peo ple to be mar ried in civil cer e mo nies.”

When pressed by Raushenbush about whether he be -
lieved the Bi ble is God’s word, Carter an swered: “The ba -
sic prin ci ples of the Bi ble are taught by God, but writ ten
down by hu man be ings de prived of mod ern day knowl -
edge.  So there is some fal li bil ity in the writ ings of the Bi -
ble.  But the ba sic prin ci ples are ap pli ca ble to my life and I 
don’t find any conflict among them.”

“There are many verses in the Bi ble that you could in -
ter pret very rig idly,” Ca rter said, “and that makes you ul ti -
mately into a fun da men tal ist.”  Carter’s NIV study Bi ble
is pub lished by Zondervan.

Information from LifeSiteNews,

ST OLAF COLLEGE – Condoms, Beer
Goggles and St. Olaf

St. Olaf Col lege, North field, MN, af fil i ated with the
Evan gel i cal Lu theran Church in Amer ica (ELCA) held an
event March 13, 2012 called the “Wellness Olym pics.” 
On an of fi cial web site of St. Olaf, an an nounce ment of the 
event stated: “Back by pop u lar de mand, the Wellness
Cen ter is host ing a team-based com pe ti tion that tests stu -
dents’ knowl edge of sex ual health, re pro duc tive anat omy,
and STD sta tis tics.  It all cul mi nates in an in tense re lay
race to put on a con dom while wear ing ‘beer gog gles.’  
Come and bring your friends!”

St. Olaf’s Stu dent Gov ern ment As so ci a tion’s website
an nounced the event this way, “An in ter ac tive com pe ti -
tion with the pur pose of so cial norming and learn ing all
about con doms.  Ahhh yeeah.”

Ed i tor’s Note:  Where is the St. Olaf ad min is tra tion
while all this is tak ing place?  Will not one fac ulty mem ber 
or one par ent of a St. Olaf stu dent rise up to say “NO” to
such ac tiv i ties?  Well, at least ELCA mem bers now know
where their be nev o lence dol lars are going.

We are in debted to Dan Skogen for alert ing us to these 
sto ries re gard ing St. Olaf …For those of you who fol low
the ELCA’s de par tures from truth, we en cour age you to
check out Dan’s ex cel lent web sit at
www.exposingtheelca.com.   

The Vine and Branches, Spring, 2012

Miracle Baby Survives, Turning Three
Soon!

When Ryan Marquiss was born with his heart out side
of his body, doc tors did n’t ex pect him to sur vive.

It is an in cred i bly rare con di tion…
His heart also had n’t de vel oped (prop erly) – a com bi -

na tion of de fects which is so rare that Ryan is the only one
of his kind in the world.

…His…par ents (re fused) to ter mi nate the preg -
nancy…

… Ryan is (now) about to cel e brate his third birth day
…

Doc tors dis cov ered the prob lem at 12 weeks into his
mother’s preg nancy.  (Ed i tor: No tice – 12 weeks)!

The in cred i bly rare de fect, ectopia cordis, af fects only 
eight in ev ery mil lion births, and 90 per cent of these are
still born or die within three days.
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…Ryan was also suf fer ing from hypoplastic right
heart syn drome, where only the left side of the heart has
de vel oped prop erly…

…Doc tors be lieve that his sur vival of fers hope for
other ba bies with se ri ous heart de fects.

In the fu ture, he may re quire a heart trans plant, but at
the mo ment, he is pro gress ing well.

Mrs. Marquiss said, “…I praise God.  Ev ery day with
Ryan is one we were told we would n’t have – so we cher -
ish each mo ment.”

Mail Online.

Partnered homosexual to serve large
ELCA church

Bradley Schmeling, who has served St. John’s Lu -
theran Church in At lanta since 2000, has been called as se -
nior pas tor of the 2300-mem ber Glo ria Dei Lu theran
Church in St. Paul, MN.  Schmeling was sus pended from
the ELCA clergy ros ter in 2007 af ter he an nounced that he
and Darin Easler, an other ELCA pas tor, were liv ing to -
gether as a cou ple.  He was re in stated by the ELCA in
2010.

Selected

Morn ing Glory Re trac tion

Con tra dic tion!!

In the April, 2012 is sue of the Morn ing Glory,  a news
item was re printed with the ti tle: “Wycliffe Bi ble Trans la -
tors – Pro duc ing Mus lim Friendly Bi ble”, from God fa -
thers Pol i tics (an ar ti cle which is filed un der Is lam,
Lib er al ism, Re li gion, 2/2012). In for ma tion from Wycliffe 
Bi ble Trans la tors con tra dicts this news item.  So my sug -
ges tion is: that you prayer fully re search this concern on
your own! 

IF there is an er ror in print ing this ‘news item’, I most
cer tainly ask for for give ness; as I/we most cer tainly do not
want to hin der any cor rect Bib li cally Chris tian min is try! 
BUT at the same time want to as sure you that we seek to
be faith ful and true unto ‘our’ Cre ator and Re deemer and
want to be an honest and re li able source of in for ma tion,
and most cer tainly a BLESSING to oth ers!  “And have no
fel low ship with the un fruit ful works of dark ness, but
rather ex pose them” Ephe sians 5:11.  (Also II Corinthians 
6:11-18).

“For if the trum pet makes an un cer tain sound, who
will pre pare for bat tle?” 1 Co rin thi ans 14:8.

THANK YOU con sci en tious read ers: “We covet
prayer sup port of ALL who are on ‘pray ing ground’   and
are in volved in this min is try!

Israel Will Be The 
Last Nation Standing

Hav ing read the last book of the Bi ble I can tell you
with ab so lute au thor ity – Is rael wins!  Is rael will be the
last na tion stand ing when all the forces of evil have done
their worst to es tab lish them selves as rul ers of the earth. 
Rest as sured Chris tian friends, we need not fear.  One day
the trum pet and the shout will be heard as Christ re turns in
the cloud for His blessed Bride, the Church (Ed i tor Note:
Called out ones – ones per son ally un der the BLOOD of
our cru ci fied and risen Sav ior; who is com ing again)! 
What a day, glo ri ous day that will be!

Yes, there is com ing a day when God will have the fi -
nal word over the af fairs of men and na tions.  The pow ers
that now hold sway will be dis solved into cos mic dust. 
The voices that now de mand the re moval of the Bi ble,
prayer and the name of Je sus from the pub lic square will
all be si lenced in an in stant.  The King of Kings is com ing
in the full ness of His power and glory.  On that day “… ev -
ery knee will bow ……and ev ery tongue will con fess that
Je sus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa ther” (Phil. 
2:10).

“He who tes ti fies to these things says, ‘Yes, I am com -
ing quickly.’  Amen. Come, Lord Je sus”  Rev. 22:20

Selected

“I will gather all the na tions… and bring them into 
judg ment… on be half of my peo ple Is rael whom they
have scat tered… .and di vided up My land”  Joel 3:2
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Good Works?

“One might better try to sail
the At lan tic in a pa per boat
than try to get to Heaven on

good works.”

Charles Spurgeon



A Better Messenger
…Let us pray that the Holy Spirit will take of the

things of Je sus and give them unto us.
This let ter (He brews) give us a glo ri ous pic ture of the

Christ who is “able to save to the ut ter most them that
draw near unto God through Him, see ing He ever liveth
to make in ter ces sion for them.” 

As we study, let us al ways re mem ber that God’s pur -
pose is that the Word shall be means by which His grace
and power are trans mit ted to us.  He is seek ing to ac com -
plish in us the very things of which He speaks.  Our study
should be a draw ing near that we may “re ceive mercy and
may find grace to help us in time of need.”

First, let me give you a sug ges tion for study of chap -
ters one and two.  I would sug gest that you pur sue this
study be fore read ing the com ments which are to fol low. 
Af ter you have your self stud ied the chap ters you will ap -
pre ci ate much more the com ments given. …

Better than the proph ets

He brews 1:1-3
1). I God, hav ing of old time spo ken unto the fa thers in 

the proph ets by di vers por tions and in di vers man ners, 2).
Hath at the end of these days spo ken unto us in his Son,
whom he ap pointed heir of all things, through whom also
he made the worlds; 3). Who be ing the ef ful gence of his
glory, and the very im age of his sub stance, and up hold ing
all things by the word of his power, when he had made pu -
ri fi ca tion of sins, sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high;

The first two verses in tro duce us im me di ately to the
theme and the method of this let ter.   Here we can see the
su prem acy of the Son of God and the priv i lege of the read -
ers in re ceiv ing God’s mes sage through the Son.  There is
a com par i son be tween the “old time” and “the end of these 
days”; be tween the “fa thers” and “us”, be tween the
“proph ets” and the “Son.”   

It was God who spoke in the proph ets.  We need to
em pha size that in our day men try in ev ery way to es cape
the fact that God is ac tu ally speak ing in the Old and the
New Tes ta ment.  Some say the Bi ble is all true and when
they say that they do not mean that it is the truth.  They
hold that the Old Tes ta ment, for ex am ple, is a true rev e la -
tion of what men have thought of God.  They say you can
see a sort of evo lu tion ary pro cess go ing on and that the
opin ion men held about God as re vealed in Gen e sis is far
dif fer ent from their opin ion as re vealed in the New
Testament.

Here is some thing to think about in an swer to such a

po si tion.  This let ter be gins with the word “God.”   Gen e -
sis also be gins with “God.”  The Bi ble is the book of God
all the way through.  God is al ways taken for granted.  In
the Bi ble you do not find any or ga nized ar gu ments for the
ex is tence of God.  When men phi los o phize about God
they al ways ar gue about His ex is tence.  The ar gu ments are 
so well known that we have them or ga nized and grouped
and can place ev ery ar gu ment pre sented un der the head ing 
to which it be longs.  The Bi ble, how ever, sim ply brings us
face to face with God and tells us that God is speaking.   

This is one of the dif fer ences be tween the lib eral and
the evan gel i cal view point with re gards to the Scrip tures. 
The lib er als hold that the Bi ble is a re cord of men’s
thoughts about God, while the evan gel i cals hold that God
has ac tu ally spo ken and that the Bi ble has been pro duced
by the Holy Spirit us ing men as in stru ments for the
production.   

How ever, the Bi ble does rec og nize a de vel op ment of
the rev e la tion.  God spake to the fa thers “by di vers por -
tions and in di vers man ners.”   In the Old Tes ta ment the
rev e la tion was frag men tary.  It was given a part at a time as 
man was ready to re ceive it.  The pic ture of the com ing
Sav iour was built up piece by piece and color by color.  

God also used di vers man ners.  Some times He ac tu -
ally dic tated the mes sage.  Some times He spoke in dreams
and in vi sions.  Some times He sent an an gel.  Some times
He guided and di rected men’s thoughts.  Some times He
caused them to re cord his tor i cal events as any other his to -
rian would do.  Some times He caused them to copy from
other re cords.  He was never lim ited to any one method.

“But at the end of these days He hath spo ken unto us
in His Son.”  This is His su preme rev e la tion.  “The only
be got ten Son, who is in the bosom of the Fa ther, He hath
de clared Him.”  And now the au thor sets forth what a great 
thing it is that we may re ceive the mes sage of God through 
His Son.

This we will ap pre ci ate to the ex tent that we ap pre ci -
ate who the Son is. 

1. “Heir of all things.”  Look ing down into the
fu ture the au thor tells us that fi nally the Lord Je sus Christ
is the right ful heir of all things.  Je sus made this same
claim in speak ing with the lead ers of the Jews in His day. 
Re call the par a ble in which the hus band man sends his
own son to col lect the fruit of the vine yard and the
managers say among them selves: “This is the heir: come,
let us kill him, and take his in her i tance.”  The Lord Je sus
Christ has the rights of an heir.  Think how many there are
who re fuse to yield to Him the life which is His own, but
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cast Him out and kill Him!
2. “Through whom also he made the worlds.” 

Look ing back into the be gin nings we see the Son as the
one through whom ev ery thing has been made and
planned.

3. “The ef ful gence of his glory.” He is so truly
God that the glory of God has in him found the way to
shine out to men.

4. “The very im age of his sub stance.”  The fig -
ure may be taken from the idea of a die and the im age
which it im presses.  God is the die and His Son Je sus
Christ is His ex act im age.

5. “Upholding all things by the word of his
power.”  All cre ation con tin ues to ex ist by the word of His 
power.  Men now think that back of all mat ter is a force
pro duc ing the mat ter.  This is con sid ered a very late sci en -
tific dis cov ery.  The sci en tist not only sup poses that force
to be pres ent in the uni verse but is ac tu ally able to work
with that force.  It is be cause   we are able to break up mat -
ter into force that we have the mod ern phe nom e non of the
ra dio.  But whence this mighty force?  The Bi ble has an -
swered the ques tion long ago by tell ing us that it is the
word of His power pro ceed ing con tin u ally from Je sus
Christ, the Son of God.

6. “Made pu ri fi ca tion of sins.”  Un less this
state ment had been made we could only have feared the
glo ri ous per son set forth.  But now we feel in vited to come 
into His pres ence. There is room for sin ners.  Note how
clearly this phrase states His sav ing work.  He did not only 
show forth sen ti men tally and emo tion ally the love of God, 
but He ac com plished the pu ri fi ca tion of sins.

7. “Sat down on the right hand of the Maj esty
on high.”  From the depths of sac ri fice to the glory of rul -
er ship.  The em pha sis in this let ter is al ways on the as -
cended Christ, who hav ing fin ished the work of
re demp tion is now in heaven to in ter cede on our be half.

8. “Better than an gels.”  Al though He has
worked for man in the pu ri fi ca tion of sins, He has in her -
ited a more ex cel lent name than the an gels and His name
stands for His per son and po si tion.

The Old Tes ta ment rev e la tion was given through sub -
or di nates.  The New Tes ta ment was given through Him
who is su preme.  He is Heir, Cre ator, Revealer, Sustainer,
Re deemer, Ruler, Supreme.

Cer tainly He brews has in tro duced us to a Je sus Christ
who is none other than God Him self.

Taken from the book: ‘A Better Life’ 
by Samuel Miller, copyright 1930

Sankey or Ghandi!
(Two Views of Life, Two Very Dif fer ent Ends)

Ira D. Sankey lived in Brook lyn the last few years of
his life and, af ter years of blind ness, died there in 1908. 
When a cousin vis ited him in Brook lyn in May, 1907, out
of his blind ness and frailty, Sankey dic tated a fare well
mes sage to his friends.  

“I be lieve in Him who said, ‘Ver ily, ver ily, I say unto
you, He that be liev eth on me hath ev er last ing life” (John
6:47).

“I be lieve in the Son of God with all my soul, might,
mind and strength and am, there fore, saved by the Word of 
One who can not lie.  I have only a lit tle lon ger weary toss -
ing on the bil lows’ foam, only a lit tle lon ger of earthly
dark ness, and then the sun shine of the Fa ther’s throne.  So
sure am I of meet ing in Heaven those of my friends who
are fol low ing the Lamb that I send them this fi nal mes sage 
that God is love.  Good night; good night.” (Signed) Ira.
D. Sankey

The con trast ing view is the one held by the fa mous In -
dian, Ghandi.  Some so-called Chris tian lead ers have tried
to rep re sent Ghandi as a Chris tian be cause of his pac i fism
and per sonal stan dards of mo ral ity.  But those who des ig -
nate Ghandi as a Chris tian need to re mem ber his own
words:

“I must tell you in hu mil ity that Hin du ism, as I know
it, en tirely sat is fies my soul, fills my whole be ing, and I
find so lace in the Bhagavad and Upanishads.”

Here is the spe cial quo ta tion we wish to men tion. 
Shortly be fore his death, ac cord ing to the press, Ghandi
said:

“My days are num bered.  I am not likely to live very
long – per haps a year or a lit tle more.  For the first time in
fifty years, I find my self in the slough of de spond.  All
about me is dark ness; I am pray ing for light.”

Sankey’s eyes were blind, but the light of the pres ence 
of Christ was flood ing his soul.  Ghandi had his eyes; but,
alas, re ject ing Christ, he had left his soul in dark ness.

Reprinted.

Ed i tor’s Note:  Ira Sankey was the mu si cian for evan -
ge list D.L. Moody.
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“Try prais ing your wife, even if it
does frighten her at first.”

Billy Sunday



The Tracks of God
LISTENING TO THE WORD

Psalm 19:1-6

A son, look ing up from his stud ies, asked his fa ther,
“How do you know there is a God?”  “Why do you ask
that?  Do you doubt the ex is tence of God?” re plied his fa -
ther.  “Well,” said the son, “To day I heard one of the pro -
fes sors say that we could not be sure that there is a God.  Is
there re ally any way to know?”

His fa ther re sponded, “Do you re mem ber the other
day that you were laugh ing about Rob in son Cru soe’s dis -
may at dis cov er ing that there were other per sons on the is -
land be side him self?  How did he dis cover them?  Did he
see them?  No.  He dis cov ered one track of a bare foot in
the sand and he knew that it could not be his own. 

“He knew that only a hu man be ing could have made
it, and he knew that who ever made it could not be far off,
for the tide had not yet reached it.  All those things he
knew to be true, al though he had not seen a hu man be ing
within miles of the is land.  And the knowl edge was all
gained from a mark in the sand.  If one print of a bare foot
in the sand is ab so lute proof of the pres ence of a hu man
be ing, what are we to sup pose when we see the prints of
the Mas ter’s cre ative hand cov er ing the whole world?”

We see a great uni verse, per fectly made and or dered,
from the ti ni est speck to the great est of all the worlds.  We
see a mil lion plants and flow ers and trees that only God
could make grow.  We see rivers and springs of the world
fed from the sky.  Those things, and more, mean God liv -
ing, pres ent, rul ing and lov ing, they are His tracks; they
mean God and noth ing else.   

Taken from the devotional “Morning Glory”
by Wilbur E. Nelson

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Sum of Our Service!
The lines upon which the Chris tian worker should

keep in his ser vice for the Lord are these:
The love of God should be our mo tive power in ser -

vice (11 Cor. 5:14; 1 John 3:16).
Like ness to God should be our moral strength in ser -

vice (1 Pe ter 1:15; 1 John 2:6).
To please God should be the high est de light in ser vice

(11 Cor. 5:9; 1 Thess. 2:4).
The truth of God should be our mighty le ver in ser vice 

(Acts 4:29; 8:35; 1 Cor. 2:13).

Con sult ing God should al ways be the pre lude to all
ser vice (Acts 9:6; 13:2; Phil. 4:6).

The Spirit of God should be our power in ser vice (Col. 
1:29; Acts 1:8; 4:31).  

The glory of God should be our aim in all ser vice (1
Cor. 1:31; 10:31; John 17:4).

F. E. Marsh

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Superficial Saints!
We have in our churches plenty of pro fes sors who

make good sol diers in a dress pa rade when the flags are
wav ing and the bu gles are blow ing, but who have never
counted the cost, are of fended when per se cu tion arises
and the bat tle waxes dan ger ous.  Of this sort were the
Reubenites of Judges 5:15 and 16, who had fine im pulses
and pa tri otic sen ti ments but stayed at home from the bat -
tle, at home in the quiet se cu rity of the sheepfolds.

We have those in our churches who have plenty of
sen ti ment but make no sac ri fice, who sing lust ily in the
choir on Sunday but live lust fully in the world all week.   
These are the kind of peo ple who, when a pi ano is to be
moved, es cape by car ry ing the bench!  Such en thu si asts
file down the aisles prom is ing to fol low Christ
whithersoever He goes but, not hav ing counted the cost,
be gin to build and are not able to fin ish.

Vance Havner

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

God could have kept Dan iel out of the den of lions. 
He could have kept Paul and Silas out of jail.  He could
have kept the three He brew chil dren out of the fi ery fur -
nace.  But God has never prom ised to keep us out of hard
places.  What He has prom ised is to go with us through ev -
ery hard place.

Selected
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Saving Money
A man walked into the house pant ing and

al most com pletely ex hausted.  “What hap pened, 

honey?”  in quired his wife.

“It’s a great new idea I have,” he gasped. 

“I ran all the way home be hind the bus and

saved $2.00”

“That was n’t very bright,” re plied his wife. 

“Why did n’t you run be hind a taxi and save

$25.00?”



God, Send Another Hauge!
The church in Hauge’s day was sim i lar to what the

church at large has be come to day.  

“Nor way and the Scan di na vian coun tries in gen eral at
that time were a wil der ness of sin and un god li ness, and
for mal ism and ra tio nal ism1 were per va sive in the Lu -
theran Church.  The theo log i cal de part ment of the Uni ver -
sity of Co pen ha gen, where the clergy of Den mark and
Nor way re ceived their train ing, was per me ated by ra tio -
nal ism.  (At the time, Nor way and Den mark were united
un der the king of Den mark and had one lit er ary lan guage.) 
This “en light ened” way of think ing, which was the lib er -
al ism or mod ern ism of that day, dom i nated the mes sage of
most of the pas tors and the re li gious in struc tion in the
schools.  The idea that God hated sin was rid i culed by a
large part of the clergy.  New birth was an in com pre hen si -
ble con cept to them. Bishop Schoenhyde of Trondheim
ex plained that “the only new birth is self-im prove ment by
means of self-knowl edge and dil i gence.  Among all think -
ing peo ple faith is sound rea son.”  A large seg ment of the
Lu theran clergy and pa rish io ners be lieved that “re li gion”
was a means for im prov ing mor als and so ci ety.  Pas tors
gen er ally had not the slight est con cern for the sal va tion of
souls.  Apart from eco nomic and so cial mat ters, they were
in ter ested only in eat ing, drink ing, par ty ing, and play ing
cards.  Some de vout peo ple were con cerned about this and 
longed for some thing better, but even they lacked the
power of the Holy Spirit to be the salt of the earth and wit -
nesses to Christ. 

“Into this wil der ness of ra tio nal ism, world li ness, and
churchly for mal ism, God sent Hauge to cry out to peo ple
to re pent, to re ceive sal va tion in the blood of Je sus, and to
be filled with the Holy Spirit. He spoke to peo ple wher -
ever he met them. He held his first evan ge lis tic meet ing in
his fam ily home. His own par ents doubted whether an un -
ed u cated farmer’s son could preach.  He re sponded, “Un -
ed u cated fish er men were mes sen gers for Christ.  And
even though a peas ant may not know how to fish as well as 
they, he can at any rate sow the seed of the king dom.”

Hauge had that Holy Spirit given de sire to preach
since the day of his con ver sion.  He re lates the fol low ing
about his con ver sion:

“... I re ceived a new light of un der stand ing …that
Christ has come to be our Sav ior in or der that we would be 
born again of His Spirit, be con verted and sanc ti fied ever
more unto god li ness, to serve the Tri une God who pu ri fies
our souls and pre pares them for eter nal bless ed ness.”

On that April day, Hauge’s spir i tual eyes were opened
to see the risen and cru ci fied Christ as his own Sav ior.  The 
Holy Spirit re vealed to him the ran som paid on Golgotha
and the grace that was his in the blood of Je sus.  The in -
dwell ing of the Holy Spirit filled him with a burn ing de -
sire to do some thing to save oth ers also.  

“It was as though I saw the world fallen un der the
power of evil,” Hauge wrote.  “This caused me great sad -
ness.  I prayed that God would de lay the ex e cu tion of His
pun ish ment in or der that some, at least, would have time
to be con verted. I now had a heart felt de sire to serve God,
and I prayed that He would show me what to do.”  

Hauge re ceived an an swer to this ques tion.  He heard
the voice of the Lord say ing,  “Whom shall I send to in vite
guests from all di rec tions, from the east and the west, from 
the north and the south to My great sup per?”  

Hauge re plied, “Send me!  My heart burns with love
for all peo ple.” 

Within him ech oed a voice say ing, “You must con fess
My name be fore all peo ple, ex hort them to turn to Me and
seek Me while I may be found, call upon Me while I am
near, and touch their hearts so that they can turn from the
dark ness to the light.” 

From that time for ward, Hauge be lieved his mis sion
in life was to con fess and pro claim the name of Christ,
call ing peo ple to re pent and re ceive for give ness and sal va -
tion in Je sus. He was over whelmed by the need to speak to 
them about the dread ful dan ger to their souls on the path
of sin and to in vite them to seek the grace of fered in Je sus.
“My spirit has no rest,” he said. “I must preach His Word,
be cause I have an in ner com pul sion to do so.” 

God, send an other Hauge!

Taken from They Lived in the Power of God – Lutheran
Revival Leaders in Northern Europe

by Dr. Uuras Saarnivaara
AFLC Heritage Series, Volume III

Ambassador Publications, Minneapolis, MN.
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1 As applied to Christian theology, rationalism represents the view that human reason is fully competent to discover and define religious
beliefs without the need for the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit or biblical revelation. In the eighteenth century, the influence of rationalism
took the form of deism and agnosticism. See Everett F. Harrison, ed., Baker’s Dictionary of Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House,
1960), 434. 
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Up Date

Very Scarce

Through HIS chil dren this ‘min is try’ is in the
Lord’s Hands!  YES I know the cat tle upon a thou -
sand hills are HIS; But GOD very of ten chooses to
work through His Chil dren and thus ‘they’ can be
blest and be a bless ing unto oth ers.

For the month of April the fi nan cial in come for
this ‘min is try’ has been very lean (at best) and ‘we’
seek to leave it in HIS HANDS and go for ward as HE 
lays it upon His chil dren’s  hearts what to give and
where to give (in vest).  A word to the ‘wise’ should
be ef fect!  We NEED your Prayer Sup port and Fi -
nan cial in vest ment (reg u larly) in or der to go forward.

Per son ally I have the hope and con vic tion that
this ‘min is try’ not only goes for ward (In the Grace &
Em pow er ment of God); BUT also can and should be
en larged to HIS HONOR & GLORY!

I have shared this with you be fore: but as Apos -
tasy con tin ues to take its tragic toll, the call ing and
strength en ing of this ‘min is try’ be comes even more
important – as ‘we’ seek to Oc cupy till Je sus Co mes 
for His Blood Pur chased ‘Bride.’  BUT again to em -
pha size your im por tance in this ‘min is try’, ‘we’ stand 
in NEED of your prayer sup port & fi nances –
“Team Work!” (The LORD & You & I in step with
HIM).

April in come for Morn ing Glory is app. $1,300.
The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and mail ing each

is sue (monthly) of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,000.
P.S.  How about ar rang ing for Evan ge lis tic

Meet ings, Bi ble Con fer ences OR ‘tent meet ings’?
Re deem the Time!!!  THE LORD GUIDE AND
BLESS!  

Pray for our be loved USA a land of ‘Free dom’
thus far!!!

P. P.S.  It does n’t have to be that way – but sum -
mers are of ten ‘lean fi nan cially’ for ‘us’!

HAUGE LUTHERAN INNERMISSION
FEDERATION

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
At

Stavanger Free Lu theran Church, Gar den City, Iowa

Pas tor Earl Korhonen, Host Pas tor

June 8 – 10, 2012 (Friday evening till noon on
Sunday)

Friday evening:

7:30 p.m. Guest Speaker: – Pastor Steve Lombardo,
Gifford, IL

Saturday:

9:00 – 9:30 a.m. – Prayer Time

9:30 – 10 a.m. – Coffee/Refreshments

10:00 – 10:55 a.m. – Pastor Steve Lombardo

11:10 – 12:00 p.m. – Fellowship Time (Testimonies,
Hymn/Gospel Singspiration)

Noon Meal at the Church

1:15 – 2:10 p.m. – Mr. Wayne Almlie, Des Moines,
Iowa

2:20 – 3:15 p.m. – Pastor Rodney Stueland,
Dilworth, MN

3:15 – 3:45 p.m. – Coffee/Refreshments

3:45 p.m. – Annual Meeting of the Hauge Lutheran
Innermission Federation

HLIF Board Meeting following Annual Mtg.

7:00 p.m. – Pastor Steve Lombardo

Sunday

9:00 a.m. – Bible Class with Pastor Steve Lombardo

9:45 a.m. – Brief Break

10:00 a.m. Worship Service with Pastor Steve
Lombardo, Guest Speaker

Please PRAY for a ‘real hunger’ for the WORD &
Christian Fellowship

NOT ‘only’ for the Conference; but throughout!

YOU are invited and please bring others with YOU!!

WELCOME!

ASK the LORD to ‘fill your cup’ & be a real blessing 
to others!

P.S. IF convenient: Please bring along ‘goodies’ for
‘refreshment’ times. Thank you!
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The Hauge Library
We have three publications avail able for you. 

They can be or dered us ing the en ve lope in the cen ter.

Altar Steps

This daily de vo tional was writ -
ten by Pas tor R.P. Haakonson 
and was pub lished in 1947.  It is
suit able for fam i lies with chil -
dren.  It has il lus tra tions from
daily life, and a strong sal va tion
em pha sis.  Sug gested of fer ing: 
$5.00 plus $1.00 for post age.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was pub lished in 1900 
by an un known au thor.  It con -
tains some very ear nest med i ta -
tions and fer vent prayers.  It also
con tains ten very graphic pic -
tures of the hu man heart.  In side
the heart, the devil is vi su al ized
and also seven an i mals rep re -
sent ing some of the most prev a -
lent sins found in the heart of the im pen i tent sin ner. 
These pic tures show how these an i mals as sins are
driven out of the heart when the sin ner is con verted to
God, but how they re-en ter the heart when a per son
falls away from grace.  One pic ture vi su al izes the fear -
ful death of the un godly, and an other shows the blessed 
death of the righ teous.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $3.00 plus 
75¢ for post age.

Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God

Jon a than Ed wards preached this
re mark able ser mon at Enfield, Ct. 
on July 8, 1741.  It was at night
while he was read ing it to a large
con gre ga tion, that the lights be -
came dim and he read with dif fi -
culty, and the in flu ence was so great on the
con gre ga tion that strong men and women cried and
screamed for mercy and even grabbed the seats for fear 
they would slide into hell that very mo ment.  Sug -
gested Of fer ing:  $1.00 plus 50¢ for post age.

Altar 
Steps 

Rev. R.P. Haakonson

Author Unknown

Translated by Edward C. Eid 
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